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Aurecon

Sa! yyah is currently based in Aurecon’s Cape Town 

o"  ce as a civil engineer, where she is extensively 

involved with projects in public transport opera-

tions planning. The main focus of her work is the 

design and implementation of public transport 

systems, including the George Integrated Public 

Transport Network, University of Cape Town (UCT) 

Jammie Shuttle, and CPUT. Sa! yyah has also been 

involved in tra"  c modelling and analysis for di# erent projects that range 

also included working on the construction of the Koeberg Interchange 

$ yover bridges and the Table Bay Boulevard extension from 2008 to 2011.

Sa! yyah obtained a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from the Uni-

gree in interdisciplinary design from the University of Cambridge (United 

Kingdom). She is an associate member of the South African Institute for 

Civil Engineering (SAICE).

Peter Allen Incorporated

Peter Allen is a fellow of the Institution of Municipal 

Engineers of Southern Africa, and a (semi-retired) 

career as a technical assistant with Van Niekerk, 

Kleyn and Edwards, graduated from the University 

of Natal with a BSc in civil engineering, and, after 

registering as a professional engineer in 1978, 

joined a government department as a roads engi-

neer. Civil service gave him considerable experience of township services 

before he resigned from the position of chief civil engineer to return to 

consulting practice. 

Since 1990, he has been managing director of Peter Allen Incorporated, 

with a focus on providing institutional support to municipalities and other 

organs of state in the Eastern Cape.

Response Unit.

EThekwini Municipality

Clinton Chrystal completed a BSc in civil engineer-

ing from the University of Natal and continued to 

complete a MSc that focused on the management 

of pollution through detection and mitigation. The 

ous road surfaces in Durban was characterised by 

monitoring programmes established at key study areas. Thereafter, he was 

approached to investigate and derive a solution for, ‘The siltation issues 

design of a procedure to alleviate siltation of the St Lucia river estuary.

In 2011, Clinton joined Coastal Stormwater & Catchment Management 

ter mitigation to coastal infrastructure and coastal processes. These cover 

a diverse range of projects from $ ood mitigation to o# shore dredging 

for emergency beach replenishment. Clinton was fortunate enough to 

be involved in several interesting projects. These include rebuilding col-

lapse sea walls, the design of complex detention ponds, maintenance 

and rebuilding of Durban Central Piers, and extension of stormwater cul-

WorleyParsons RSA

Luchelle Damons is a candidate engineer working 

Parsons Cape Town. Luchelle obtained a BSc civil 

engineering degree from the University of Cape 

student who makes the most signi! cant contribution to the undergradu-

ate  programme). She was also the Civil Engineering Oral Presentation 

winner for her presentation on her undergraduate thesis entitled: ‘The ef-

fects of limestone ! llers on the rheological and mechanical properties of 

concrete mixtures’.

ture and ! nding more sustainable approaches to development. 
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George Municipality

Lionel is currently acting deputy director: Streets 

and Stormwater at George Municipality, where he 

is responsible for projects in public transport infra-

street and stormwater maintenance.

recon and Ninham Shand in the urban engineer-

ing ! eld. Lionel obtained a national diploma in civil engineering from the 

Cape Town University of Technology in 2001, and a BTech civil engineering 

of Southern Africa (IMESA).

University of Stellenbosch

Kobus Du Plessis is a registered professional civil 

engineer with 26 years of experience in the ! eld of 

of Agricultural, with irrigation boards and govern-

ment water schemes; and ! ve years with the City 

of Cape Town, dealing with stormwater and man-

cialises in water resource evaluations and $ ood hydrology, and provides 

institution support to various local authorities.

Kobus serves as a member of EXCO on the board of the Institute of Mu-

nicipal Engineers for Southern Africa, where he is responsible (director) 

Education and Training committee of SAICE and serves on the Editorial 

Bhopal, India.

Kobus holds a BEng, MEng, and a PhD from the University of Stellenbosch. 

ternational journals.

Aurecon

Geo#  is an associate within Aurecon’s puri! cation 

has specialised in water treatment applications 

and has extensive experience with the complete 

also pro! cient with wastewater treatment applica-

tions, plant operation, and trouble-shooting and 

in the planning and coordination of multidisciplinary water treatment 

works projects. This skill has been developed through his project manage-

ment and design engineer roles on a number of complex water treatment 

works projects.

Cape Town (UCT) and, after a period working in the Canadian wastewa-

ter industry, returned to South Africa to earn his MSc in civil engineering 

and wastewater treatment. Geo#  is a professional engineer with the Engi-

Institution of Civil Engineering (SAICE). 

PDG

Nick Graham is a director at PDG, responsible for 

professional engineer and urban geographer with 

master’s degrees in civil engineering, environmen-

tal policy, and urban geography. As a civil engineer 

2009, he gained design and construction experi-

focus has shifted, since joining PDG, towards infrastructure investment 

planning and analysis, and ! nancial modelling for local and national gov-

policy for city e"  ciency.

waste, transport, and energy sectors. Together with Stephen Berrisford, 

he has recently been involved in drafting the City of Cape Town Develop-

velopment Charges Guidelines, and is currently advising National Treasury 

around the legislation and regulations governing Development Charges.
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Pipeline Installation and Professional 

Engineering Services CC

with many of the major outfall sewers in South Afri-

as an independent specialist consultant providing 

a service to consultants, contractors, and pipe sup-

pliers. Experience there covered the development 

and launching of cementitious and inert lining sys-

the Virginia Sewer Experiment that was commissioned in 1989, and is a 

founding member of a study group, formed in 1987, monitoring and eval-

has written several papers on the subject and has presented these both 

locally and internationally.

Framework For Establishing Appropriate Trenchless Technology Guide-

lines And Standards In Southern Africa.

In 1999, he started Pipeline Installation & Professional Engineering Servic-

es, a specialist consultant agency for gravity pipelines, trenchless technol-

ogy, and condition assessment. From 1977 to 1999, he was employed by 

Rocla (Pty) Ltd, a major precast concrete stormwater drainage and sewer 

product manufacturer, in various technical and marketing positions. From 

road geometrics, stormwater drainage, bridge hydraulics, and services de-

sign plus being an RE on two bridge contracts in an urban environment.

Founder and MD Umvoto Africa

consultancy Umvoto Africa in 1992. Since then, 

she has made signi! cant contributions to several 

implement the socially and environmentally far-

and management in South Africa.

She has also been involved in modelling contaminant $ ow and waste dis-

posal as well as the development and application of groundwater models 

for improved resource evaluation and understanding of the surface and 

groundwater interaction. This is integral to understanding environmental 

impacts of water usage. She also undertook pioneering work in this ! eld 

ly sustainable exploration and management of groundwater and surface 

four international judges for the United Nations Sasakawa Award for DRR, 

held in Geneva. South African recognition includes being selected as the 

women’s Association Regional Business Achievers awards.

North West University

Ilana Jansen van Rensburg is a candidate town 

gional Planners, Vanderbijlpark. She compiled a 

capacity-building guideline in urban and regional 

planning on behalf of IMESA, in collaboration 

gineers and engineering sta#  within municipali-

ties. An article on the project was published in the 

is concurrently enrolled for her MArt et Scien (Planning) degree which 

focuses on the evaluation, including the need assessment, of the above 

mentioned project. 

vanced Project Management, with distinction, from the Potchefstroom 

Business School.

Umgeni Water

Kevin Meier graduated with an MSc in agricultural 

engineering from the University of Natal, South 

ronment for nine years, where he became a profes-

sional engineer.

Planning Services Department, where he heads 

up a team of engineers and hydrologists. The Planning Services Depart-



� �

S P E A K E R  P R O F I L E S

Bigen Africa

years’ experience in the planning, design, and con-

struction management of bulk water and sanita-

the University of Stellenbosch and a MEng degree 

in water utilisation from the University of Pretoria.

Ian started his career with BKS (Pty) Ltd at their 

Richards Bay o"  ce, where he was mainly involved 

ness unit, with his main focus on the design and construction manage-

ment of municipal water and wastewater treatment facilities.

Ian is currently a principal at Bigen Africa, manager of the Pretoria clus-

wastewater treatment unit. Some of the notable projects on his resume 

include the design of the new sludge treatment process for the Zeekoegat 

include the design and modelling of wastewater treatment plants and as-

sociated processes.

University of Pretoria

! ed in civil engineering at the University of Preto-

tra"  c engineering, road design, construction, op-

erations, safety assessment, and research for con-

sultants, local authorities, research, and teaching 

institutions. A stint of three years as roads engineer 

in the Kruger National Park involved in the planning, design, and mainte-

engineer at the then City Council of Pretoria, and chief planner: Transport 

at the Greater Pretoria Metropolitan Council, gaining substantial munici-

pal experience.

transportation, roads design, and tra"  c safety at the University of Pretoria. 

Currently teaching at the University of Stellenbosch, he also acts as ex-

pert witness in criminal and civil cases pertaining to transportation, tra"  c 

authorities towards safety.

Royal HaskoningDHV

wide variety of infrastructure development, name-

ly: design of roads, sewer, stormwater, water, and 

portation Professional and has a passion for de-

frastructure development, using greener design solutions on township 

structure projects using innovation products and design technologies.

NWU (Potchefstroom Campus)

Carel B. Schoeman is a professor in Urban and 

Research Unit for Environmental Sciences and 

dition to various other under- and post-graduate 

menced in the municipal sphere of government. 

1992, when he was appointed as the director: Planning & Infrastructure 

registered construction project manager, professional planner, and corpo-

rate member of the South African Planning Institute (SAPI) and an associ-

ate member of IMESA (since 1986).

mentored post-graduate students and researchers, and published several 

research papers and books.
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Herrenknecht (Utility Tunnelling)

Pr. Eng; HonFIMESA; FSAICE

Frank Stevens matriculated in Germiston (situated 

his BSc (civil engineering) from the University of 

Natal and is a registered professional engineer. The 

early years of his career were spent with consult-

ants Campbell, Bernstein and Irving, and contrac-

was gained on a variety of projects as far a! eld as Bloemfontein, Eshowe, 

was spent as town engineer of Pinetown, Frank has recently retired from 

their South African technical representative and spends two days per 

week assisting and guiding candidate technicians, technologists, and en-

ter and Sanitation. Frank is a fellow member of SAICE and serves on the 

ging (having completed 21 Comrades on-the-trot a long time ago).

Department of Water and Sanitation

gree, obtained from the University of Stellen-

resources planning environment, mostly with the 

sources, as well as less conventional resources such as reuse of water and 

desalination of brackish and seawater.

She has, and is, currently managing various studies done by multidiscipli-

nary teams of professional service providers that reconcile water availabil-

towns and villages in the area she is responsible for, to ensure a sustain-

able water supply to all. 

Isa is registered as a professional engineer with ECSA and is a member of 

decades, she has been a Reference Group Steering Committee member 

studies from groundwater to reuse of water.

Transport for Cape Town Stormwater & 

Sustainability

holds a civil engineering diploma, civil engineering 

higher diploma, and a master’s diploma in technol-

project management, design, and construction in 

the ! elds of roads and transportation, stormwater, 

railway lines, town planning, municipal infrastructure, tra"  c engineering, 

and project implementation. After completion of his studies, he started 

his career in the consulting ! eld with VKE, working on exciting projects 

such as the Demoina $ oods and the Richards Bay Coal line, as well as sev-

eral road projects until 1989. 

and Johannesburg town councils for the next twenty years, dealing with 

a wide variety of municipal engineering aspects such as low-cost roads, 

design and implementation of stormwater facilities, and the design and 

the position of deputy director before moving down to Cape Town.

working on exciting projects such as the Lourens River, Sir Lowry’s Pass 

River upgrade, and the planning of the river corridor for the Kuils and 

Eerste rivers.


